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Forests Are More Than 

Carbon 
Why climate arithmetic alone cannot save the living systems we 

depend on. 

By MARTIN STUDER — April 2025 

Forests have become the most convenient answer to climate anxiety. From 

satellites above the Amazon to policy debates in Brussels, trees are cast 

primarily as carbon accountants: storing, sequestering, offsetting. An entire 

financial architecture is being built on this premise. 

 

But forests are not balance sheets. They are living systems. And when we 

reduce them to carbon numbers, we risk solving one problem while creating 

ten more. 

When trees become numbers 

To fly over central Sweden in autumn is to see an endless patchwork of green 

and gold. From above it feels infinite, ancient. Look closer and another reality 



 

 

Page 2 of 5                                     © Bluerain Partners Group AG 2025.  

emerges: square-cut clearings, rows of monoculture pine, narrow belts of trees 

fringing highways. 

 

These are not wild forests. They are industrial zones. 

 

In Sweden, more than 80% of forests are intensively managed for timber and 

pulp. Old-growth stands that once spanned much of the boreal region now 

survive only in fragments. Yet the system is celebrated as “sustainable” 

because the carbon math balances: cut down, replant, remeasure. 

 

Nature, however, is not a spreadsheet. It is a living fabric. And when we strip 

out its complexity, we strip out its resilience. 

 

“The forest is not our carbon bank. It is our teacher.” 

 

The danger of carbon-only thinking 

Over the past two decades, the global response to climate change has 

converged on a single metric: atmospheric carbon. This focus has spurred a 

multi-billion-dollar industry of certification, offsets, and trading schemes. 

Forests are cast as “natural climate solutions” and valued for one function 

only — their ability to absorb CO₂. 

 

The distortions are profound. Fast-growing monoculture plantations are 

favored because they sequester quickly, even as they erase biodiversity. Clear-

felling cycles are deemed renewable if replanted, ignoring soil degradation, 

fungal networks, and the collapse of species habitats. Entire landscapes are 

reduced to arithmetic. 

 

This is not climate leadership. It is a dangerous narrowing of perspective. 

What forests really do 

Yes, forests store carbon. But their true value lies in everything else they do: 

regulating rainfall, filtering water, stabilizing soil, sustaining food webs, 

harboring cultural identity. 

 

The Stockholm Resilience Centre reminds us that planetary health depends on 

maintaining Earth system processes — biosphere integrity, freshwater cycles, 

soil dynamics — not just climate targets. Forests are central to all of these. 

They are coherence systems: interwoven networks of biodiversity, hydrology, 

memory, and possibility. 
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To see them only as carbon is not just a conceptual error. It is a permission 

slip for destruction, so long as the emissions tally appears to balance. 

A new language for living systems 

If we want to protect forests, we must change our metaphors. 

 

From “natural capital” to ecological coherence. 

From “offsets” to reciprocity. 

From “land use” to land relationship. 

 

This is not romantic idealism. It is future-critical logic. At Bluerain Partners, 

we work to embed this shift into investment models and governance 

frameworks: designing valuation methods that count biodiversity, not just 

biomass; supporting Indigenous stewardship practices that have preserved 

ecosystems for millennia; encouraging governance that privileges resilience 

over short-term yield. 

 

The task is not to mitigate loss, but to regenerate possibility. 

 

Toward a multi-value future 

This is not an argument against climate finance. It is an invitation to make it 

smarter. 

 

We need frameworks where climate logic is nested inside biodiversity logic, 

which in turn is nested inside social and intergenerational justice. Where 

carbon is a signal, not the sole value. Where “sustainability” is defined not by 

doing less harm, but by contributing to system health. 

 

Encouraging models already exist: 

- Natural Capital Protocols embedding non-monetary value into business 

decisions. 

- Landscape valuation pilots that monetize water security, biodiversity, and 

cultural renewal alongside carbon. 

- Multi-stakeholder boards where ecologists, elders, and economists sit side by 

side. 

 

These are not soft ideals. They are survival requirements if we want to remain 

in what scientists call the safe operating space for humanity. 

 

And they demand a new kind of leadership: curious, humble, complexity-

literate. 

What we protect reveals who we are 
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Forests are more than carbon. They are timekeepers, memory holders, 

designers of life. They embody intelligence forged across millennia — cycles of 

regeneration and resilience that our economies would do well to imitate. 

 

To protect forests is not simply to preserve trees. It is to choose a worldview: 

one that values interconnection over extraction, coherence over control, and 

future life over present convenience. 

 

If we want an economy that endures, we must root it in systems that already 

know how to last. 

 

And forests, more than anything else on Earth, already know how. 

*** 

  



 

 

Page 5 of 5                                     © Bluerain Partners Group AG 2025.  

About Bluerain *Coherence* Series 

This essay is part of a broader collection exploring how valuation, healthspan, collaboration, 

longevity, and biodiversity can be re-aligned with the rhythms of life — at a pace that enables 

regeneration rather than exhaustion.  

The purpose of this compendium is to: 

 

- Contribute meaningfully to public discourse on systems change and intergenerational 

strategy 

- Offer fresh language and framing for leaders navigating complexity 

- Share what we are learning, unlearning, and building in real time 

 

We welcome dialogue, respectful critique, and collaboration — to deepen a shared 

understanding of what it means to steward coherence in a time of disruption. 

 

For inquiries or conversation, please reach the author via linkedin.com/in/martinstuder. 

 

About the Author 

Martin Studer is an entrepreneur and impact investor focused on sustainability and 

longevity. Trained as an economist and certified public accountant, he brings decades of 

leadership experience in finance, governance, and executive management. As founder of 

Bluerain Partners, a Swiss family office, he works globally on projects spanning climate 

resilience, healthspan innovation, and intergenerational stewardship. 

 

About Bluerain Partners Group 

Bluerain Partners Group AG is a privately held, multi-generation family office 

headquartered in Switzerland. We do not offer commercial services or raise external capital, 

while some of our subsidiaries may do. 

 

Our work is anchored in long-term purpose, driven by the belief that meaningful progress 

requires curiosity, collaboration, and courage. 

 

We engage globally in projects that span climate resilience, health span and longevity, and the 

evolving nature of work and technology. We do so through investing, advising, governance, 

and venture development — always with an emphasis on coherence across generations, 

disciplines, and geographies. 

 

These essays are authored by Martin Studer in a personal capacity. They reflect his 

experience, reflections, and aspirations — and may not necessarily represent the formal 

positions of Bluerain Partners Group AG, its subsidiaries, affiliated projects, or partners. 

 

info@bluerainpartners.com. 


